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2 EIA PROCESS  
2.1 INTRODUCTION 
2.1.1 In 1985 Member States of the European Community recognised that certain major projects had the potential for significant 

effects on the environment. EC Directive 85/337/EEC was issued to ensure that decision making bodies had sufficient 
information on these potential effects when deciding whether or not these projects should be allowed to proceed. 
The Directive identified the procedure to be adopted by those assessing the likely environmental effects and the 
environmental information that local planning authorities would require to enable them to determine applications for these 
projects. The Directive has been implemented in England through the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations. 
An amended EIA Directive (2014/52/EU) came into force on 15th May 2014. These have yet to be transposed into domestic 
law in England. The draft EIA regulations include transitional procedures taken form Article 3 of 2014/52/EU within which 
they make plain that the 2011 regulations will continue to apply to projects which sought a scoping opinion before 16th May 
2017.    

2.1.2 The development falls within Schedule 2 of the Town and Country Planning (EIA) Regulations 2011. Planning applications 
for developments falling within this category may be required to be accompanied by an Environmental Statement (ES) 
depending upon applicable thresholds and criteria where they are likely to have a significant effect on the environment. 
Having had regard to the indicative thresholds and criteria contained within the Regulations, and given the scale and 
nature of the proposal, WCM considers that the application for planning permission needs to be accompanied by an ES.

2.2 THE EIA PROCESS 
2.2.1 The EIA process identifies, predicts, evaluates and mitigates where possible any significant effects arising from a proposed 

development. The key output of the EIA process is the ES, which reports the findings of the EIA process and identifies any 
likely significant environmental effects of the proposal.

2.2.2 The preparation of this ES has been conducted in accordance with the following advice in addition to topic specific 
regulations and guidance set out within each chapter:
 Planning Practice Guidance: Environmental Impact Assessment, from March 2014; and 
 IEMA (2004) ‘Guidelines for Environmental Impact Assessment’.

2.2.3 The purpose of this ES is to:
 Identify the principal drivers behind the proposal, and describe the proposal in detail;
 Describe the existing characteristics of the site and surrounding area, identifying the baseline conditions;
 Identify the likely significant environmental impacts of the proposal;
 Set out the mitigation measures which would be taken to avoid, offset or reduce adverse environmental impacts; these 

may be embedded in the design of the proposed works;
 Assess the significance of the remaining residual effects; and
 Provide the public, Cumbria County Council and other consultees with information on the proposals.

2.2.4 Each technical chapter identifies the methodologies utilised within that assessment. These methodologies are based upon 
best practice guidance specific to that subject area.

2.2.5 The EIA process is an iterative approach. It involves refinement and amendment of designs following identification of 
potential adverse effects.  Changes in design are aimed at eliminating, reducing or mitigating the potential adverse effects 
identified through the EIA process. Consequently, the EIA process has also involved:
 Identification of the likely significant environmental effects that would result from the proposal;
 Adopting changes to the proposal and/or mitigation measures to reduce, eliminate or offset the adverse effects 

identified; and 
 Assessment of the significance of the residual impacts, i.e. those effects that remain after mitigation.

Significance
2.2.6 The primary purpose of undertaking an EIA and producing an ES is to provide the decision making authority with sufficient 

information to determine whether or not the proposal, that is the subject of the EIA, is acceptable.  The EIA process 
provides a systematic method for identifying the impacts of a proposal, an assessment of the magnitude of those impacts 
and an evaluation of whether the impacts are significant by reference to the sensitivity of receptors. 
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2.2.7 Specialist consultants were engaged to undertake technical assessments of the impacts of the Cumbrian Metallurgical Coal 
Project (CMCP) proposal, to predict the likely significant environmental effects associated with the proposal and provide 
mitigation measures where applicable.  The findings of these assessments are reported in Chapters 7 to 17 of this ES. For 
each of these assessments, a systematic approach has been followed where possible, which comprises:
 An introduction of the chapter topic and main aims of the assessment undertaken;
 Identification of the scope of the assessment;
 An overview of the policy and guidance which the assessment refers to;
 The methodology employed for the assessment;
 A description of the baseline conditions;
 A description of any proposed mitigation measures incorporated into the proposal;
 Identification and assessment of potential effects;
 Identification and assessment of cumulative effects (where appropriate) and interactions with other factors;
 Further mitigation proposals, where these are not embedded proposals on how mitigation measures are to be 

secured;
 Any difficulties encountered in compiling information, assumptions made and limitations on the assessments; and
 Summary and conclusions, including the identification of any residual environmental effects.

2.2.8 These assessments conclude whether any of the predicted impacts of the development would be significant. The 
threshold for determining when an impact is considered to be significant in EIA terms relates to the assessment 
methodology and relevant best practice guidance, and so is specific to each assessment. The method for determining 
significance is outlined at the outset of each technical chapter.

2.3 LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS
2.3.1 The Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 2011 (Schedule 4) set out the information that should be included within 

an ES.  Part I of the Schedule sets out information that should be included where applicable, Part II defines the minimum 
information required.  Table 2.1 sets out the requirements of Parts I and II and where this information can be found within 
the ES.

 
k Table 2.1: Location of information within ES required by the EIA Regulations

Required Information Section of ES

Part I

1 (a)  Description of the development, including: Description of the physical 

characteristics of the whole development and the land-use requirements 

during the construction and operational phases;

(b) Description of the main characteristics of the production process, for 

instance, nature and quantity of the materials used;

(c) Estimate, by type and quantity, of expected residues and emissions (water, 

air and soil pollution, noise, vibration, light, heat, radiation, etc.) resulting 

from the operation of the development.

Chapter 4 provides a description of the site and its 

context. 

Chapter 5 provides a detailed description of the 

development. 

Subject specific Chapters address each of these 

issues.

2 An outline of the main alternatives studied by the applicant, and an indication 

of the main reasons for this choice, taking into account the environmental 

effects.

Chapter 3 outlines the main alternatives considered 

by WCM and their reasons for discounting them.

3 Description of the aspects of the environment likely to be significantly 

affected by the development, including in particular population, fauna, flora, 

soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, including the architectural and 

archaeological heritage, landscape and the inter-relationship between the 

above factors.

The technical assessments in Chapters 7 to 17 

identify the aspects of the environment likely to be 

significantly affected and their interrelationships.
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Required Information Section of ES

4 Description of the likely significant effects of the development on the 

environment, which should cover the direct effects and any indirect, 

secondary, cumulative, short, medium and long-term, permanent and 

temporary, positive and negative effects of the development, resulting from:

waste, and the description by the applicant or appellant of the forecasting 

methods used to assess the effects on the environment.

The technical assessments in Chapters 7 to 17 

model the likely effects of the development on 

the environment and identify which of these are 

significant.

5 A description of the measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and where 

possible offset any significant adverse effects on the environment.

The technical assessments in Chapters 7 to 17 describe 

the measure to be employed to prevent, reduce and 

offset any significant effects.

6 A non-technical summary of the information provided under paragraphs 1 to 5 

of this Part.

A non-technical summary is provided as a standalone 

document.

7 An indication of any difficulties (technical deficiencies or lack of know 

how) encountered by the applicant or appellant in compiling the required 

information.

Each of the technical assessments identifies any 

information gaps, and/or any other difficulties in 

undertaking assessments.  

Part II

1 A description of the development comprising information on the site, design 

and size of the development.

Chapter 5 provides a detailed description of the 

development.

Chapter 4 provides a description of the site and its 

context.

2 A description of the measures envisaged in order to avoid, reduce and, if 

possible, remedy significant adverse effects.

The technical assessments in Chapters 7 to 17 describe 

the measures to be employed to prevent, reduce and 

offset any significant effects.

3 The data required to identify and assess the main effects which the 

development is likely to have on the environment.

The technical assessments in Chapters 7 to 17 set 

out the data used to identify and assess the main 

environmental effects.

4 An outline of the main alternatives studied by the applicant or appellant and 

an indication of the main reasons for this choice, taking into account the 

environmental effects.

Chapter 3 outlines the main alternatives considered by 

WCM and their reasons for discounting them.

5 A non-technical summary of the information provided under paragraphs 1 to 4 

of this Part.

A non-technical summary is provided as a standalone 

document.

2.4 SCOPING AND CONSULTATION
The Scoping Process
2.4.1 In February 2016 a formal request for a Scoping Opinion (under Regulation 14 of the Town and Country Planning 

(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011) was made to Cumbria County Council.  The request was 
accompanied by a Scoping Report which provided initial information about the proposal and the proposed scope of 
environmental assessment work.  The Council consulted with internal and external consultees to allow their comments to 
be taken into account in defining the design of the proposal and the EIA process.

2.4.2 A Scoping Opinion was received from the Council in June 2016, and was accompanied by the individual scoping 
responses from a number of statutory consultees.  The Scoping Opinion and these responses are provided in full as 
Appendix 2.1 and Appendix 2.2.  Table 2.2 summarises the key points made in the Scoping Opinion and responses, 
with reference to the individual assessment topics where appropriate and identifies within which section of the ES the 
information is provided as required by the Scoping Opinion. 
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k Table 2.2 Scoping Responses

ES Topic Consultee Scoping Response Section of ES 

Contaminated Land, 

Water, Waste.

Environment 

Agency

Detailed risk assessment and mitigation measures for any below ground 

structure required to ensure the feature does not form a conduit for 

migration of contaminants. 

EA would object to any part of the proposal that opens new pathways for 

contaminant migration or has the potential to do so. The scheme should 

not cause or exacerbate pollution. 

EA are likely to object to any soakaway proposals on the defined 

contaminated land site and may object to any proposals to remove 

concrete pads and existing foundation structures. 

Any proposed re-profiling of topographic features must be supported by 

suitable assessment and appropriate mitigation. Information should be 

provided of any extractive mining wastes produced together with details as 

to how such wastes will be treated and or disposed of. 

Treating waste may require an exemption or an environmental permit. 

Details should also be provided of surface water drainage proposals such 

as settlement facilities.

Surface water draining from areas of hard standing should be passed 

through an oil interceptor or series of oil interceptors, prior to being 

discharged into any watercourse, soakaway or surface water sewer.

Chapter 12 Hydrology 

and Hydrogeology, 

and Chapter 13 Ground 

Conditions and 

Contamination

Designated Sites, 

Landscape

Natural 

England

Designated Sites:

Site is within 10km of European designated site:

Site is within 5km of SSSIs:

o Pollution from marine environment;

o Vibration and noise on land and at sea, with potential direct 

effects (e.g. disturbance) and indirect effects (e.g. on food 

sources);

o Infrastructure below the surface and above, together with 

increased shipping movements; 

o Important habitats within the site at risk from air borne 

pollution and potential impacts for the geological 

importance of this site if any modifications to the sea-cliffs 

are to be carried out.

The Cumbria Coast Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) is also in close 

proximity, and the former Marchon site was a major pollution source due 

to a fault line connection to the sea.  It is important that potential pollution 

impacts on the MCZ are considered alongside the above mentioned 

designated sites.

Landscape:

consideration should be given to the direct and indirect effects upon this 

landscape and in particular the effect upon its purpose within the EIA. 

Chapter 11 Ecology

Chapter 10 Landscape 

and Visual Impact 
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ES Topic Consultee Scoping Response Section of ES 

General EIA Scoping Requirements:

Comments provided as an Appendix to the detailed comments above 

from Natural England cover the following topics:

Cumulative Impacts and 

are dealt with in each of 

the topic assessments

Cultural Heritage 

and Archaeology

Historic 

England

In line with the NPPF Historic England expect a thorough assessment in 

the ES of the likely effects on those elements which contribute to the 

significance  of a number of designated assets including:

ES should also consider potential impacts on non-designated features of 

historic importance. 

archaeological staff at the Cumbria Historic Environment record and 

National Trust should be involved in development of the assessment.

The assessment should:

to ensure all heritage assets likely to be affected by the development 

have been included and can be properly assessed;

(e.g. construction, servicing, and maintenance) might have upon 

perceptions, understanding and appreciation of the heritage assets in 

the area; and 

situ decomposition or destruction of below ground archaeological 

remains and deposits, and can also lead to subsidence of buildings 

and monuments.

Subject to comments above, there is general agreement with 

methodology, scale and nature of assessment set out in the Scoping 

Report.

Chapter 16 Historic 

Environment

Various County 

Councillor 

for Egremont 

Transport

Careful examination of Mirehouse Road needed if this is the intended 

transport route, including assessment of cumulative effects with other 

proposals for this route and in the Whitehaven area in general. 

Clarification required of HGV numbers during construction and operational 

periods.  

Chapter 8  

Road Transport
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Waste

Further information sought regarding the volume of settlement ponds and 

discharge rates, the stockpiling of solid waste and washed coal and the 

storage of slurry waste and the disposal route for end storage. 

Cumulative

Recognition from developer of other developments in the area, in par-

ticular the NuGen scheme, and its impacts on transport routes and local 

communities. 

Chapter 5  

Project Description 

and Design provides 

information on waste 

arisings. 

Highways and 

Transport

Highways 

England

In relation to HE’s responsibility for the Strategic Road Network, especially 

the A595 through Whitehaven and the A66 linking that route to M6, the 

following areas with potentially significant environmental impacts need to 

be identified and where required fully mitigated:

cumulative impacts at Mirehouse Road junction where Moorside 

accommodation is proposed. 

transportation of solid and slurry waste, preferably without use of SRN 

or; detailed proposals to quantify level of demand for, and minimise 

or manage the use of, the SRN for the onward transportation of solid 

waste.

during construction, and production of Environmental Construction 

Management Plan. If 1993 EIA Guidelines for traffic levels are 

exceeded, full extent of SRN on which excess traffic is found would 

require to be included in noise, vibration and air quality assessments. 

washed coal via the rail networks and ports, such that no residual 

potential cumulative impacts from other proposals in the area.

be available is required. 

workers generated by other projects and develop a workforce travel 

strategy. This dialogue should be pursued as a matter of urgency.

line with DfT Planning Circular 02/2013.

A595. A VISSIM model of the A595 exists and may be appropriate for 

the cumulative assessment.

Chapter 8  

Road Transport

Various National 

Trust

Consultation

non-statutory consultees.

required.

to NT for review and comment. Of concern to the NT is the 

inadequacy of consideration of alternative options and how these 

have been consulted on. 

The Report on 

Community 

Involvement provides 

a description of 

the community 

engagement actions 

undertaken and 

a summary of the 

responses received

ES Topic Consultee Scoping Response Section of ES 
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Consultation (Update following re-consultation of Scoping Report)

historic environment survey with the applicant.

Metallurgical  Coal Markets and Need

the nature of the resource, carbon implications of its extraction and 

utilisation, and current position in respect of demands/markets. 

Alternatives

regarding potential locations, or advice re. Colourful Coast Initiative 

exercise is required.

alternative layout options should be considered, assessed against 

environmental considerations. 

Proposed Development

mine drifts/shafts, following confirmation of location of underground 

portions of development.

Update following re-consultation of Scoping Report

location of ventilation shafts established; Scoping Opinion will no 

doubt ensure impacts on ventilation shafts upon landscape are 

properly assessed.   

‘cut and cover’ technique to be used for construction of the 

conveyor.

waste is used to alter site levels, this needs to be spelled out and 

assessed as part of the ES, as do the waste management options.

and impacts of these on existing attractions and tourist routes in the 

area.

Planning Policy Context

of Scoping Report.

Socio-Economic Effects

Coast, English Coastal Path and Coast to Coast Path) will be key 

considerations.

Transport

waste arisings.

Chapter 3  

Alternatives  sets out 

the drivers for the 

development and the 

alternatives considered

Chapter 16  

Historic Environment

Chapter 13  

Ground Conditions and 

Contamination

In all Topic Chapters 

Chapter 8 Road 

Transport 

Chapter 5 Project 

Description

Chapter 6 Planning 

Policy and Planning 

Statement

Chapter 7 Socio 

Economic Impacts and 

Chapter 10 Landscape 

and Visual

Chapter 3 examines 

alternatives

ES Topic Consultee Scoping Response Section of ES 
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Landscape and Visual Impact

available.

or that attention can only be given to landscape considerations as 

opposed to incorporating seascape. 

limited to close range. NT believes wider consultation of viewpoints 

should be undertaken, in particular with Colourful Coast Partnership. 

Agreement that number and spread of viewpoints should be 

proportionate to development.

Cumulative 

and scope of cumulative assessment should be agreed with wider 

group of consultees, not limited to Cumbria CC.)

Ecology

scoping develop and have access to local studies/contacts which 

might be helpful in preparing assessments.

Hydrology and Hydrogeology

management of settlement pond.

Ground Conditions and Contamination

concerned about the implications on the site itself and the 

surrounding area.

beyond the site, and throughout the construction/operation/ 

decommissioning phases.

have no impacts at the surface, in particular upon the Lighthouse and 

Coastguard Cottages.  

Noise and Vibration

Coast and connecting routes to assets including English Coast Path.

of sensitivity and concern. 

Historic Environment

and the Historic Landscape Survey of Whitehaven (2007). 

Chapter 10 Landscape 

and Visual Impact  

The topic assessments 

include examination of  

cumulative impacts 

Chapter 10 Ecology

Chapter 12 Hydrology 

and Hydrogeology

Chapter 13 Ground 

Conditions and 

Contamination

Chapter 14 Noise

Chapter 16 Historic 

Environment

ES Topic Consultee Scoping Response Section of ES 
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Project Description

undertaken by applicant. 

Chapter 3 

Alternatives and 

report of Community 

Involvement

Various Friends of 

the Lake 

District 

General

EIA will need to be prepared with due cognisance to two NSIPs in vicinity 

(Moorside and NWCC) and address cumulative impacts, particularly with 

reference to LVIA and transport.

Landscape and Visual Impact

Whitehaven Coast as prepared by FLD for the National Trust (2006)

of 10km has not been justified; it has not been demonstrated that 

there will be significant impacts beyond 10km.

assessment of the proposal; FLD are not satisfied that viewpoints 

should be limited to close range. Viewpoints should be agreed with 

particular reference to potential cumulative impact in area from this 

and other proposals. 

Transport

rail transport for delivery and removal to and from the site should be 

explored.

Socio-Economic

Decommissioning

options (e.g. recreation, access, community green space) should be 

explored. 

Chapter 8  

Road Transport and 

Chapter 10   

Landscape and Visual 

Impact

Chapter 8  

Road Transport 

Chapter 10  

Landscape and Visual

Chapter 5  

Project Description 

Ecology and Cumbria 

Wildlife Trust

happen through the loss of washings into the fault.

Chapter 12 Hydrology 

and hydrogeology

Chapter 17 Impacts on 

the Marine Environment

Various Colourful 

Coast

Consultation

consultees

since Nov 2014.

Waste Arisings

of creating public open space in phases as the development progresses.

Chapter 5 Project 

Description 

ES Topic Consultee Scoping Response Section of ES 
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Various Colourful 

Coast

Landscape and Visual Impact

mention is made of the Marine Conservation Zone. 

Socio-Economic Effects

allow CC to comment.

Transport

be included in the assessment.

Ecology

in the assessment.

Land Trust and managed by NT adjacent to the Haig Colliery site.

has not been identified.

Hydrology and Hydrogeology

the monitoring of water quality throughout the lifetime of the 

development.

Noise and Vibration

required. 

characteristics of the Colourful Coast.

others.

Historic Environment

of Whitehaven should be utilised in the assessment.

General

the end of the development’s life, or in later phases, is required at the 

start of the process.  

which the CC would like to see addressed.

Re-consultation comments

Coast and MCZ) need to be considered. 

Chapter 10  

Landscape and Visual

Chapter 7  

Socio Economic

Chapter 8  

Road Transport

Chapter 11 Ecology

Chapter 12 Hydrology 

and Hydrogeology

Chapter 14 Noise 

Chapter 16  

Historic Environment

ES Topic Consultee Scoping Response Section of ES 
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Marine Environment NW Inshore 

Fisheries and 

Conservation 

Authority

The marine and coastal environmental impacts of project must be 

marine and coastal birds, migratory and non-migratory fish, marine 

invertebrates during drilling/mining.

result of construction waste and operations, and mining spills.

and liaison required with EA and MMO.

Socio-economic assessment - likely to be impacts on commercial and 

recreational fishing as a result of the proposals; fishermen should be 

consulted before any work is progressed.

Chapter 17 

Impacts on the Marine 

Environment 

Chapter 7 

Socio Economic 

Railway Network Network Rail NR welcome early engagement with WCM to understand overall 

requirements in detail and conduct necessary feasibility work to better 

understand the impact of the additional demand to the route.

Chapter 9 

Rail Transport

Copeland 

Council, 

Environmental 

Protection

Contaminated Land

appropriate methodology.

Rail Movements

recent flooding events and since site has 5 days operational 

capacity.

generated on site once former anhydrite mine and new workings 

are utilised.

Cumulative impacts of this proposal with Moorside, Sellafield 

decommissioning and Thirlmere Aqueduct will be required. 

Chapter 13 

Ground Conditions and 

Contamination

Chapter 9 Rail  

Transport

General Copeland 

Council, 

Strategic 

Nuclear and 

Planning 

Manager

No fundamental issues with Scoping Report. However, cumulative impacts 

of other developments in the area must be considered.

Cumulative Impacts are 

considered in individual 

topic chapters

Highways and 

Flooding

Cumbria 

County 

Council, 

Highways 

and Lead 

Local Flood 

Authority

Transport Assessment

Cumbria Saturn Model. The limited number of junctions in the scoping 

report does not seem acceptable. 

developments.

extent and growth of figures should be agreed with the Local 

Highway Authority.

Chapter 8 

Road Transport and 

Chapter 9 

Rail Transport

ES Topic Consultee Scoping Response Section of ES 
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Cumbria 

County 

Council, 

Highways 

and Lead 

Local Flood 

Authority

are particularly interested in the reliance on rail for the 50 year period 

of the mining operation.

with prevailing local highway standards. ATC would be commissioned.

assessment. Impacts should be assessed using appropriate software.  

General Highways Comments

waiting areas and pedestrian links should be identified.

cannot be overemphasised.

Flooding 

No comments. 

 

Rail and Road

Cumbria 

County 

Highways 

Rail and Road

Effect Assessment advice note 17) and include same list as for other 

developments*:

o Moorside

o Sellafield Ltd

o National Grid

o LLWR Drigg

o West Cumbria Tidal lagoon

o UU West Cumbria Water Supply

Study area should align with boundaries of West Cumbria Transport 

Model for time being.

Report is needed.

Chapter 8  

Road Transport 

Transport Cumbria 

County 

Council 

(WYG)

out in Planning Practice Guidance.

Good Practice Guidelines: Delivering Travel Plans through the Planning 

Process (2009)

o An assessment of all Local Plan developments (up to 2028) should 

be considered, rather than just committed developments.

o At junctions where development would have a severe impact, 

highways improvements should be identified and designed such 

that residual impact is not severe.

o Assessment of impacts during mine operation should be 

undertaken, with emphasis on identifying number of HGVs, routes 

and hours of operation.

Chapter 8 Road 

Transport

ES Topic Consultee Scoping Response Section of ES 
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ES Topic Consultee Scoping Response Section of ES 

Transport Cumbria 

County 

Council 

(WYG)

o Travel Plan should promote sustainable transport measures during 

the development of the mine, in additional to its operation.

o Impacts on existing rights of way should be identified and 

mitigation proposed where appropriate. 

development traffic onto highway network.

per list above*) 

Noise Cumbria 

County 

Council 

(WYG)

Noise assessment should be consistent with guidelines given in Planning 

Practice Guidance (March 2016) Assessing Environmental Impacts from 

Minerals Extraction and IEMA’s Guidelines for Environmental noise Impact 

Assessment.  Assessment should include:

construction and operation

computer modelling.

limits.

Assessment should have regard to :

commercial sound

Control on Construction and Open Sites

Exact scope of assessment to be agreed with LPA and Environmental 

Protection.

Chapter 14 

Noise

EIA Cumbria 

County 

Council 

(WYG)

General comments relating to perceived errors in Scoping Report.

Cumulative Assessment

considered.

considered together at some point in the ES.

Inter-relationship (in-combination) Effects

not significant individually, but which may combine to result in a 

significant effect, should be considered. 

Need for Development and Consideration of Alternatives

development and outline clearly how environmental factors were 

taken into account as part of the decision making process.

Decommissioning

decommissioning is required.

Chapter 17 Impacts on 

the Marine Environment

All topic  assessments

Chapter 3 Alternatives 

All topic assessments
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EIA Cumbria 

County 

Council 

(WYG)  

Topics scoped out of EIA

out of the assessment and reasons why.

Socio-Economic Assessment 

relation to socio-economics to ensure robustness of assessment.

should also be defined.

Transport Assessment

will inform ES chapter but is not a substitute.  If significant effects are 

considered likely, an ES chapter is required.

All topic assessments

Chapter 7  

Socio Economic

Chapter 8  

Road Transport 

Landscape and 

Visual Impact

Cumbria 

County 

Council 

(WYG)

considered acceptable

Toolkit (2011)

should be considered in LVIA during construction, operation, 

decommissioning and restoration where appropriate, and 

development of proposed planting.

site is sought.

baseline, scope and methodology of the cumulative LVIA).

wider study area, e.g. LDNP

in Scoping Report.  

Chapter 10  

Landscape and Visual 

Impact Assessment

Hydrology, Flood 

Risk and Drainage

Cumbria 

County 

Council 

(WYG)

Report.

required of existing drainage regime which served the former 

chemical works

of the overall extent of the former chemical works boundary, rather 

than the development boundary

levels and surface drainage is required

Chapter 12  

Hydrology and 

Hydrogeology
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ES Topic Consultee Scoping Response Section of ES 

Hydrology, 

Hydrogeology, 

Ground Conditions 

and Contamination 

and Geology

Cumbria 

County 

Council 

(WYG)

No gaps identified in proposed approach as set out in Scoping Report.

Hydrology

assessment of potential impact on water levels and quality within study 

area is required.

opposed to 100m as suggested in Scoping Report)

crossings

impacts on surface water abstractions.

Hydrogeology

impacts

be considered

water features that the proposed development may affect.

expected, that fully assesses the baseline groundwater level and quality at 

the site and assesses the potential impacts at groundwater level, flow and 

quality should be provided.

Ground Conditions and Contamination

studies and site investigation information.

by DEFRA

Chapter 12 Hydrology 

and Hydrogeology

Chapter 13 Ground 

Conditions and 

Contamination

Countryside Access Cumbria 

County 

Council  - 

Countryside 

Access

Public footpath 431036 appears to be within proposed site boundary: Noted

Archaeology Cumbria 

County 

Council - 

Archaeology

impacts on known and currently unknown assets by means of desk based 

assessment and site walkover. 

industrial uses and assess the impacts that these uses have had on ground 

conditions to establish potential for assets to survive from earlier periods.

1.5km from site boundary and a further distance for assets of highest 

significance.

Chapter 16  

Historic Environment

Cumbria Local 

Access Forum

Local Access

regarding this PRoW and without assessment of other PRoW in vicinity of 

the site, including the England Coast Path.

Noted

General Crown Estates No specific requirements in relation to Scoping Report. Noted

Marine Activities Marine 

Management 

Organisation

No comments Noted

Mining Coal 

Authority coal mining legacy risks that would present a risk to land stability, therefore CA 

do not expect the EIA to assess land instability resulting from past coal mining 

activities.   

Noted
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Consultation
2.4.3 Consultation with the local community and with the communities in the surrounding areas has been undertaken 

prior to and throughout the EIA process. The planning application is accompanied by a Statement of Community 
Involvement and Report on Engagement which details the consultation and engagement events undertaken 
and the response received. As part of the engagement process WCM have held a series of regular public events 
to provide updates on progress and to seek views from local residents and any other interested parties. The 
Environmental Statement details how the consultation and community engagement processes have influenced 
the final design of the proposal.

2.4.4 The EIA preparation process has been supported by a Planning Performance Agreement (PPA) with Cumbria 
County Council. Through the PPA process the EIA has been prepared in a collaborative manner with the County 
Council and its consultants White Young Green.

2.4.5 The Main Mine Site relates to the southern part of the ‘Marchon’ site. WCM have been working with Copeland 

possible that the northern part of the Marchon site will be developed for housing by NPL or its preferred house 
builder, the purpose of the masterplan is to ensure that both developments can be integrated on the whole site.    

2.5 APPROACH TO CUMULATIVE ASSESSMENT
Introduction
2.5.1 Schedule 4 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011 sets out the 

information to be included within an Environmental Statement. At Paragraph 4 this is described as:

 ‘A description of the likely significant effects of the development on the environment, which should cover the 
direct effects and any indirect, secondary, cumulative, short, medium and long term, permanent and temporary, 
positive and negative effects of the development, resulting from— 

 (a)  the existence of the development; 
 (b)  the use of natural resources; 
 (c)  the emission of pollutants, the creation of nuisances and the elimination of waste, 
  and the description by the applicant or appellant of the forecasting methods used to assess the   

 effects on the environment.’

2.5.2 The regulations provide no definition or guidance on what is meant by ‘cumulative’ effects nor set out any 
proscribed methodology for their assessment. The following sections of this chapter set out the approach which 
has been adopted in undertaking the cumulative assessment.     

The Approach to Cumulative Assessment
PINS Advice Note 17: Cumulative Effects Assessment 
2.5.3 The Planning Inspectorate (PINS) produced an advice note in December 2015 on undertaking Cumulative Effects 

Assessment (CEA) for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs). The CMCP is not a NSIP; however, the 
approach outlined in the PINS advice note provides a systematic approach which has been broadly followed in 
undertaking the topic based Cumulative Assessments.  

2.5.4 The advice note recognises that there is no single agreed industry standard method for undertaking CEA, It is 
important at the outset to understand what is meant by ‘cumulative effects’. To provide assistance the Advice Note 
refers to references in planning policy contained within National Policy Statements (NPS).  There are statements 
within NPS EN-1 the overarching energy policy statement which are relevant. At paragraph 4.2.5 it states:

 ‘When considering cumulative effects, the ES should provide information on how the effects of the applicant’s 
proposal would combine and interact with the effects of other development (including projects for which 
consent has been sought or granted as well as those already in existence).’ 
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2.5.5 A footnote indicates that for the purpose of the advice note the term ‘other development’ is taken to include plans and 

have the potential for cumulative effects with the proposal which is the subject of the Environmental Impact Assessment. 
For this reason the methodology suggested within the advice note has two of its four stages dedicated to identifying 
which projects to include within the cumulative assessment process.   The four stages of the methodology are:
1. Establish the Zone Of Influence of the proposal and identify a long list of ‘other developments’ which may have a  

cumulative effect;
2. Identify a shortlist of other development for CEA;
3. Information Gathering; and
4. Assessment.

CCC Scoping Opinion 
2.5.6 In addition to the PINS advice note, the scoping opinion adopted by Cumbria County Council identifies the need for the 

assessment of cumulative and in-combination effects and identified the following types of projects to be considered in 
such an assessment:
 Existing completed projects;
 Approved but uncompleted projects;
 Ongoing activities;
 Plans or projects for which an application has been made and which are under consideration by the consenting 

Environment Agency); and 
 Plans and projects which are reasonably foreseeable; that is, plans or projects for which an application has not yet been 

submitted, but which are likely to progress before completion of the development and for which sufficient information 
is available to assess the likelihood of cumulative and in-combination effects.

2.5.7 The cumulative assessments in each of the topic areas will not usually include ‘existing completed projects’. Where a 
project has been completed it will form part of the baseline against which the change arising from the proposal would be 
assessed as part of the main assessment and not part of the cumulative assessment. This is in line with the PINS advice note 
which in the footnote to Table 3 states:

 ‘Where other projects are expected to be completed before construction of the proposed NSIP and the effects of 
those projects are fully determined, effects arising from them should be considered as part of the baseline and may be 
considered as part of both the construction and operational assessment.’

Each topic chapter will make clear which projects are included within the main assessment and which the cumulative assessment. 

2.5.8 The Scoping Opinion lists some projects which it suggest should be included:
 Nuclear new build (Moorside);
 The associated expansion of the National Grid (North West Coast Connection);
 The range of projects at Sellafield Ltd;
 The continued development of the Low Level Waste Repository at Drigg (LLWR);
 United Utilities West Coast Cumbria Water Supply; and
 The current proposals for the potential housing development in the vicinity of the site.

Establishing the Zone of Influence 
2.5.9 It is self-evident that in areas beyond that which the proposal has any effects there cannot be any cumulative effects. The 

PINS advice note recognises that the zone of influence will vary from topic to topic with effects being limited very much 
to the vicinity of the site whilst others may extend further afield. It advises at paragraph 3.1.1 that the applicant should 
determine the likely spatial Zone of Influence (ZOI) for each topic area.

2.5.10 The ZOI’s for the CMCP proposal are set out Table 2.1 which set out the spatial extent of the ZOI and the basis on which 
they have been adopted by each environmental topic.
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k Table 2.1: Zone of Influence Table

Environmental 
Topic

ZOI Spatial Extent Factors Determining Spatial Extent

Socio Economic Primary significant impacts are anticipated at up to 32 kilometres 

from the main mine site.  

The spatial extent of the primary local impacts is 

based upon the anticipated area within which it 

could be expected that workers could commute 

to the site.  

Road Transport The principal effects are likely to be experienced in the vicinity of 

the main mine site and between the main mine site and the A595 

Trunk Road.

The study area has been arrived at through the 

scoping process and ongoing liaison between the 

applicants and the County Council.

Rail Transport Capacity of the Cumbria Coast Line Railway. Rail paths on the Cumbria Coast Line Railway. 

Landscape and 

Visual

The study area was agreed through the scoping 

process. Given the scale of the development and 

following examination of a drawing illustrating the 

Zone of Theoretical Visibility it was considered that 

significant landscape and visual effects would not 

Ecology Two zones:
One  - localised to the site but extending to Nugen development, 

works at Sellafield and smaller developments in the immediate 

vicinity of the site;

Special Area of Conservation to the south east.

The two zones reflect the scoping opinion 

adopted by Cumbria County Council. The first 

zone picks up some of the projects specifically 

referred to by CCC in their scoping response 

regarding cumulative impacts. The second zone 

includes areas with the statutory protection for their 

ecological interest. 

Hydrology and 

Hydrogeology

A 4 km study area has been adopted for assessing groundwater 

impacts. 

For surface waters this was reduced to 100 m from the 

development boundary for impacts on water quality and water 

resources, 200 m downslope for surface water flood risk, and 5 km 

downstream for fluvial flood risk.

This is the study area adopted in the scoping 

report.

Ground 

Conditions and 

Contamination

Site only. Impacts can only be experienced at site level. Any 

impacts from the mobilisation of contamination are 

captured within the hydrology section 

Noise Construction noise 
ZOI dependent on the measured ambient noise levels and the 

noise levels of the plant, working methods and hours of working, 

but will typically be 300 to 500m from the site boundary.

Additionally, ZOI will include those road links employed for 

construction traffic.

Operational noise
ZOI dependent on the measured ambient noise levels and the 

operational noise levels (daytime and night-time), but will typically 

be 100 to 300m from the site boundary.

Additionally, ZOI will include those road links and rail links 

employed for servicing the mine.

Modelling the magnitude of noise generated 

by each component  of the construction of the 

development will determine the precise extent 

of its effects, but experience indicates that this is 

usually limited to 500metres from the site boundary

Modelling the magnitude of noise generated 

by the operation of each component  of the 

development will determine the precise extent 

of its effects, but experience indicates that this is 

usually limited to 300metres from the site boundary
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2.5.11 These areas have been mapped on the ZOI drawings attached as ZOI Figures 1-8. Where two levels of study area are identified the 
greater of the two has been mapped. 

2.5.12 The PINS advice note identifies that the second part of Stage 1 of the process is to undertake a desk study to capture information on 
proposals and allocations within the ZOI of the proposal before the second stage which would be to then refine the list to identify 
which proposals should be considered in undertaking the cumulative assessment.  The approach adopted with this assessment is 
to combine stages 1 and 2. The emphasis being on identifying the key developments within the sites ZOI’s with which the proposal 
has the potential to have cumulative environmental impacts. This approach has been adopted for brevity and clarity and avoids 
identification of a host of minor development proposals which would have no cumulative effects with the proposal. Factors such as 
the nature, scale and temporal scope of the developments have influenced the selection of ‘other developments’ in the cumulative 
assessment.

‘Other Developments’ included in Cumulative Assessments
Moorside and Associated Development (Nugen)
2.5.13 Information on the Moorside development has been taken from the Moorside Preliminary Environmental Information Report 

produced in May 2016 (PEIR) which forms part of the stage two consultation documents. The PEIR summarises the different 
components of the development as:

 > the Moorside Power Station -  including the nuclear island, the turbine building including three AP1000 reactors with a nominal  
 gross electrical capacity of up to 3.8 gigawatts, waste building etc.;

 >  the associated development for the power station including the Marine Off Loading Facility, new roads, bridges etc.; and
 > Moorside Site Railway including new stretches of approximately 5 km of railway, a new rail spur to provide access from the  

 north, a new construction and operational worker rail platform and platform canopy / buildings located within the Moorside  
 Site close to the Moorside Power Station:

 Mirehouse Site - Temporary workers (estimated 2,500 bed spaces at peak with a potential additional capacity of 1,000 should 
additional bed spaces be required) and including associated development of the Corkickle to Mirehouse Railway;

 Corkickle Site - Temporary workers (estimated 1,000 bed spaces at peak with a potential additional capacity of 500 should 
additional bed spaces be required to deliver the Moorside Project and including associated development of the Corkickle to 
Mirehouse Railway;

 Egremont Site - Temporary workers (estimated 500 bed spaces at peak with a potential additional capacity of 500 should 
additional bed spaces be required to deliver the Moorside Project;

 Highways Improvements - New / improved highways infrastructure including proposals for improvements close to the Moorside 
Site and A595/A66 between Workington, Whitehaven and the Moorside Site;

 Corkickle to Mirehouse Railway - New rail track between the Corkickle Site and Mirehouse Site for construction workers, new 
worker rail platform at Corkickle and new worker rail platform and new public passenger rail platform at a new Mirehouse Station, 
access road and car parking ;

Environmental 
Topic

ZOI Spatial Extent Factors Determining Spatial 
Extent

For construction and operational dust impacts, the zone of influence is typically within 350 m to 500 m of the 

site boundary

Combustion plant and road traffic emissions impacts will be reported as the combined change to 

concentrations of nitrogen dioxide and particulate matter (both PM10 and PM2.5). The spatial extent of this 

element of the air quality assessment is very much dependent on the spatial extent of the road traffic impacts, 

as combustion plant emissions are likely to ground within the a few hundred metres of the emission source, 

which will be well within the range of road traffic impacts. Impacts from road traffic emissions extend up 

to 200 m form the road source, although only worst-case receptors, close to the road, will be selected for 

assessment.

Typical extent of dust impacts from 

construction and operation of 

boundary

The impact of traffic on air quality is 

clearly dependent upon the spatial 

extent of the road traffic impacts. 

200 metres from the road side. 

Historic 

Environment ZOI of 500m from the site, conveyor belt route and rail loading facility, but have gathered information from up 

to 1.5km as stated in the scoping report.

ZOI of up to 5km from the site, conveyor belt route and rail loading facility.

This is the study area adopted in the 

scoping report.

This is the study area adopted in the 

scoping report.
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2.5.14 The timescale for construction is summarised in the following diagram taken from the document ‘Proposed Scheme - 
Stage Two Consultation Document’ also prepared in May 2016:

NuGen’s anticipated high level programme for the Moorside Project is set out in Figure 2.1.

k Figure 2.1: Moorside high-level consruction programme
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timescale has slipped and at this stage it is not clear when that application will be made. This situation is complicated by 
th April 2017 posited,

 ‘The future of the Moorside nuclear plant in Cumbria has been thrown into fresh doubt after one of its backers quit the 
project, leaving struggling Japanese conglomerate Toshiba as the last developer standing. Engie, formerly known as GDF 
Suez, will sell its 40pc stake in the project to majority partner Toshiba for $138.5m (£111.3m), saying the plan to build three 
nuclear reactors at the Cumbrian site faces “significant challenges” after a US subsidiary of the Japanese firm filed for 
bankruptcy.’

2.5.16 The Cumulative Environmental Assessments in this Environmental Statement have assumed that Moorside construction will 
take place in accordance with it published schedule. Whilst this may now not seem realistic it is considered a worst case 
with the potential for overlapping of the construction activities at CMCP and Moorside and its associated development 
sites; clearly the current delays (Nugen CEO has recently stated a minimum 2 to 3 year delay) will significantly reduce any 
overlap or impacts.

North West Coast Connections 
2.5.17 The North West Coast Connections project is very much dependent upon Moorside, given that it is the connection 

through which the electricity produced at the new reactors at Moorside would be transmitted and distributed. The Project 

 ‘The connection we are proposing to build for Moorside is approximately 164km (102 miles) long and broadly follows the 
path taken by existing Electricity North West (ENW) pylon lines around the coast of west Cumbria before going under 
Morecambe Bay to Lancashire. 

 Delivering the complete connection would require the investment of approximately £2.8 billion. Of that total cost, around 
£1.9 billion would be spent on putting in place measures all along the route to reduce its effects on the landscape, local 
communities and environment. This includes: 
 Building a tunnel approx. 22km (13 miles) long under Morecambe Bay. 
 Removing approx. 153km (95 miles) of existing 132kV ENW pylon lines. 
 Putting 23.4km (14.5 miles) of cable underground, including all of the connection passing through the Lake District 

National Park’.

2.5.18 The information booklet suggests construction would start on the new connection in 2019 and be completed in 2024, to 
be ready when Moorside starts generating power. Given the questions about the Moorside construction programme, the 
North West Coast Connections programme seems similarly unlikely to meet these timescales. However for the purposes 
of the Cumulative Assessments in this Environmental Statement it has been assumed that the construction period will 
remain as indicated. 

The Range of projects at Sellafield (Sellafield Ltd)
2.5.19 A number of projects are being undertaken at Sellafield to deliver high hazard and risk reduction and progress 

decommissioning and clean up. http://www.sellafieldsites.com/solution/decommissioning/solution/

2.5.20 These projects are identified from their website as including:

Solid Waste Storage Cells
2.5.21 The characterisation and segregation of waste into intermediate level waste and low level waste. Low level waste will 

Encapsulation Plant is available. When the cells are empty, the facility will be decommissioned and demolished.

Pile Chimney
2.5.22 The decommissioning of the remaining Pile Chimney and demolition down to approximately 35m level. The remaining 

structure will then be placed under care and maintenance along with the Pile 2 remaining structure. Following final 
decommissioning of the pile reactors under the Windscale Programme, the remaining pile chimney structures will be 
demolished.
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Separation Purification Plant
2.5.23 Currently in the interim decommissioning phase, focus is on removing the ventilation system, followed by 

decommissioning and demolition of the building.

Fuel Fabrication Facilities
2.5.24 Facilities will be monitored once operations have finished, followed by a programme of decommissioning and demolition 

of the building.

North Group Compound
2.5.25 Once the compound is no longer operational it will be monitored before the interim decommissioning and demolition 

takes place. The resultant land will be the first to be transferred to the Land and Groundwater Remediation Programme.

Analytical Services Labs
2.5.26 Continuation of the interim decommissioning of specific laboratories. The long term decommissioning and demolition sits 

as part of the Infrastructure Programme.

Separation Product Finishing and Storage Facility
2.5.27 Decommission and demolish specific zones within the facility. The remaining decommissioning and demolition work is 

captured as part of the Safe Storage of Plutonium Programme.

Low Active Effluent Treatment Tank
2.5.28 Following the recovery of effluent from the identified tanks, a programme of decontamination and demolition can be 

completed. The final decommissioning is captured as part of the Effluent Management Programme.

Highly Active Liquor Tank
2.5.29 Removing the intermediate level waste inventory is under way, then the wall will be resealed and the module 

decontaminated. The remaining decommissioning of the tank is captured as part of the Highly Active Liquor Programme.

The continued development of the Low Level Waste Repository at Drigg (LLWR)
2.5.30 A number of applications for planning permission have recently been received and determined by Cumbria County 

Council. The most notable of the applications in the last few years has been Application Reference 4/15/9012 for:

 Phased construction of Vaults 9a, 10 and 11 and for the disposal of low level radioactive wastes within these new Vaults and 
within the existing Vault 9 with higher stacking, for the retention of temporarily higher stacked containers in Vault 8 with 
additional higher stacking. Phased construction of a permanent engineered capping layer over Trenches 1 to 7 and Vaults 8 
to 11, with other ancillary works.

2.5.31 The planning application proposed additional disposal capacity for Low Level Radioactive Waste (LLW) at the Low Level 
3 

remaining at 9 May 2016) to 308,000m3 and provide additional disposal capacity within Vaults 9 to 11 of around 510,000m3. 

containment facilities. The proposal would see waste management operations at the site until the end of 2045 (with final 
restoration in 2051).

2.5.33 The application was approved and planning permission was granted on 15th July 2016. The committee report on the 
application referred to a Need Report for the facility - Figure 1 of the Need Report shows a profile of waste arisings over 
time, and shows that these would slowly decline from approximately 10,000m3 /annum currently, to around 3000m3 /
annum in around 2035, when the profile is expected to remain flat, before a spike up to around 10,000m3 /annum between 

decommissioning operations. 
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West Cumbria Water Supply Project (United Utilities)
2.5.34 This project is for the development of a water supply connection from Thirlmere to West Cumbria. This project has been 

driven by the need for United Utilities to cease drawing water from Ennerdale by 2022 when the Environment Agency will 
withdraw its licence for abstraction. 

2.5.35 The Proposed Scheme comprises various sections of pipeline and associated water supply infrastructure that extend 
over a distance of approximately 100 km from Thirlmere Reservoir, in the Lake District National Park, into the boroughs 
of Allerdale and Copeland. The West Cumbria Water Supplies project commences with a new connection point at the 

water is then piped along a Raw Water Aqueduct to a proposed WTW near Hags Wood in Allerdale. From the WTW a 

reservoir at Moota Hill. The route extends southwards, via a new pumping station at Harrot Hill a new service reservoir at 

to the existing Stainburn Service Reservoir and eastwards to the existing distribution network at Cornhow, where the 
existing mains are reused where possible through slip-lining (a new smaller pipe inside the existing larger pipe) rather than 
laying a new main.

2.5.36 The approximated dates for construction, as provided in the Design and Access statement which accompanied the 
application for planning permission, indicates construction taking place in the period starting early 2017 and finishing 
Autumn 2020.

2.5.37 Timescales for the main elements are:

 Moota Hill Service Reservoir - early 2017 to Autumn 2019;
 High Leys Service Reservoir and Pumping Station -  beginning Autumn 2016 to Autumn 2019;

 Water treatment Works - Autumn 2016 to Autumn 2020 - construction has started on time.

The current proposals for the potential housing development of housing in the vicinity of the site (Story Homes and others)
2.5.38 Story Homes has obtained outline planning permission for approximately 431 dwellings on land to the east of High Road 

together with land reserved for a primary school and associated ancillary open space and infrastructure. Development 
is taking place in a phased manner, with the first phase at the south end of the site largely completed. The timing of the 
construction of the remaining phases is less clear. It is possible that the mine construction maybe completed by the time 
the next phase of housing construction commences.

2.5.39 The current owners of the Marchon site (NPL) are examining the options for developing the northern area of the site. 
West Cumbria Mining has been working with NPL in the development of a masterplan for the whole Marchon site. The 
option for the northern area of the site, which has been the subject of the master planning exercise, is a mix of housing 
and commercial/retail, but with residential development comprising the greatest component. The number of residential 

between the two developments which has emerged from the master plan has been a buffer zone and landscape 
mounding to provide visual screening/softening and acoustic attenuation. 

Local Plan Allocations
2.5.40 There are no local plan allocations which could have the potential for cumulative effects with the proposed development 

which are not already captured in the ‘Other Developments’ identified above. The adopted Copeland Local Plan 2013-2028 
Proposals Map allocates the Marchon site as being suitable for employment use, with no major allocations in the vicinity 
of the site. The South Whitehaven Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) identified the area to the east of High Road 
and south of Woodhouse as being suitable for residential development. This area is now the subject of an outline planning 
permission which has been obtained, and partially developed, by Story Homes and included above. The area of the West 
Whitehaven SPD includes the Marchon site but has not progressed beyond the Issues and Options document published in 
2012.    
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Cumulative Interactions 
2.5.41 The extent to which the proposal could interact with existing developments is not included within cumulative assessments. 

For the purposes of this Environmental Statement, where developments have been completed, the potential impacts of 
the proposal are assessed within the main sections of the topic assessments. The term ‘cumulative’ in this context refers 
to developments which are likely to come forward during the construction and/or operational phases of the CMCP 
proposals. This presents some difficulties as details on ‘other developments’ are not fully understood or published at this 
stage. 

 For example, WCM have been working with NPL on developing proposals for the entirety of the Marchon site but the 
proposals for the northern area of the site are not fully developed and the number of residential properties has not 
been finalised. Similarly the timings of the construction of some of the other developments is in question, for example 
the submission of the Development Consent Order for Moorside has slipped from its original stated program. The 
uncertainties regarding the future of Toshiba and its nuclear development arm Westinghouse only add to the uncertainties 
about timescales for construction to commence. The assessments undertaken for each topic area have usually adopted a 
‘worst case’ or ‘maximum impact’ approach where sufficient information is available on which to base such an assessment. 
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